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Words: George Matheson (1842-1906) 
Music: Tom Fryers 
 
 
This hymn tune was written for and sung at a youth week-end from the Albert 
Hall Methodist Church, Manchester, in 1965.  
The choir arrangement was made in 1998. 
 
 
 
Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free; 
Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conqueror be. 
I sink in life's alarms 
When by myself I stand; 
Imprison me within thine arms, 
And strong shall be my hand. 
 
My power is faint and low 
Till I have learned to serve; 
It wants the needed fire to glow, 
It wants the breeze to nerve; 
It cannot freely move, 
Till thou hast wrought its chain; 
Enslave it with thy matchless love, 
And deathless it shall reign. 
 
My will is not my own 
Till thou hast made it thine; 
If it would reach a monarch's throne 
It must its crown resign; 
It only stands unbent, 
Amid the clashing strife, 
When on thy bosom it has leant 
And found in thee its life. 



Anyone wishing to perform this work may do so and make copies enough for that 
purpose. We would be grateful if we were told about any performances.  Scores 
must not be sold and the music cannot be published in any form without 
permission from Tom Fryers' estate.

Contact: barbara.fryers@gmail.com or paul.fryers@gmail.com

© Copyright Tom Fryers
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